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Our task is to survive and

continue our independent growth!

S. Kara-Murza

THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS: 20 YEARS OF STATE-BUILDING

Some people have 20 years of pretend and talk for a long time that Alexander 

Lukashenko became the President of the Republic of Belarus by accident. But it is 

not true.

Of course, the logic of post-Soviet development of independent Belarus have 

incited the nation to other alternatives and other leaders from 1991. That is why, 

the choice of an independent candidate from the opposition in 1994 was absolutely 

unexpected for the government as well as Western countries. Nevertheless, it was a 

constructive opposition, which could not only speak, but really do, and most 

importantly – could be responsible for the present and the future of the country.

Some people call it “luck for Belarus”, but it is a political luck, without which 

there are no “Great leaders”.

http://en.ngo.by/database/ngo/view/3254/
http://en.ngo.by/database/ngo/view/3254/
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Now you can say that Belarus is very lucky because of the pulling the winning 

ticket. In spite of the circumstances and the current unfair practice, Lukashenko 

has already performed and, moreover, exceeded his campaign promises 1994, and 

went on. However, not all agree with such an assessment, but they have the 

opportunity to talk about it not only in the kitchen as in Soviet times, but also by 

the Belarusian media!

Some call Lukashenko "dictator", but it’s better to add that it is “the dictatorship of 

the Director and the Master”, which apply to the Executive vertical of the state 

power. The closer to him and the more trustworthy a person is, “the stronger the 

demand” for his words and actions. There have been a lot of such examples these 

years as the temptation to power is intense.

Why is Belarus lucky? As the experience of other USSR "fragments" has shown, it 

is not possible to pass safely the transition period without a strong and respected 

leader. Otherwise, it would be another Chechnya, Transnistria, Nagorno-Karabakh, 

Ukraine, etc.

The same fate awaited Belarus in the mid-90s, if the elections were won by anyone 

of the candidates, because almost all of them were either inefficient, or definitely 

incapable of such a heavy burden.

One cannot say that Alexander Lukashenko was completely ready for that work, 

but he had and has nowadays a special flair for situation, the ability to speak and 

willingness to learn, quickly understand and solve problems, but not to hide from 

them.

He often delves into the problems of individuals and families and took the 

responsibility on himself, which gave him expressive popular nickname – "The 

Father"! This respectful people’s attitude to the young leader would not be able to 

achieve even by the best PR Agencies in the world! But their services haven’t been 

used.

The concrete results of his twenty-year effort on the post of the President of the 

Republic of Belarus are too obvious to the majority. Therefore, the question arises 
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“Why does the world community and the part of the country population’s attitude 

to him differ?”

It is difficult to restore the whole story on published data and unsystematic facts in 

the Western press as well as to understand who runs the world! Fragmenting, 

abundant reasoning and jump from one fact to another, receiving the whole 

situation seems to be created intentionally.

In our very information-oriented time, it is difficult not to believe in the 

competence of experts. Therefore the questions remain.

Indeed, the questions about staff appointments often arose, especially at the first 

stage. From narrow-minded point of view some people, who have become top 

managers could not be allowed to control any processes. Perhaps, it is said about 

such kind of people “their work gives no results”. Generally, that sort of citizens 

were a lot in the first so-called "President's team". They had an inordinate 

ambition, jealousy, feeling of inferiority or feeling that everyone was obliged to 

them and the country as a whole, and especially the President. They were 

personally “offended and not understood by the President”, but objectively they 

just didn’t cope with the instructed case. After that, most of them founded the 

backbone of the opposition. Often people, who are “screaming from the stands”, 

cannot be honest officials and good team members. These people belong to 

different psychological types.

It is said that charismatic leaders have a special talent that allows them to stimulate 

and inspire followers to go beyond the established practice for a new vision of 

future possibilities in the absence of interpersonal exchange1.

Also, there were such people who more harmed than helped: someone by their 

actions and some with their inaction. It was difficult “to help” such a powerful and 

charismatic presidential candidate as Lukashenko. At that moment, he could 

overcome everything, in spite of the difficulties, and perhaps because of them! 

1 “Политика и личность” под. ред. Йоганенеса Поллака и др. – Харьков: “Гуманитарный 
центр”, 2012, с. 53. 
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They always spur to action. This is well seen at the press conferences, when he 

enlivened by sharp and interesting questions and answer sterile questions in 

another way. But if he is really interested, he can talk for hours without any paper. 

As I remember, once it has continued for 6 hours.

This is natural for him as he is self-sufficient and sincere, and of course these 

abilities cause people’s trust. Though at the first stage he was accused of 

inexperience, for this reason some made light of him and predicted he’d me in 

power only 3 months, at most 6 months.

But it's little to talk well, and when Lukashenko figured out what state and in what 

condition he has taken, he was shocked!

In 1995 GDP volume came to 65.3%, industrial production – 61.4%, agriculture – 

73.6%, investment in fixed capital - 38.5% in comparison to 1990 (the most 

favorable year in the pre-reform period). Galloping inflation has increased 43.9 

thousand times over this period, and the standard of living fell by almost 2 times.2

In my opinion, the crisis was much deeper from economic point of view, but most 

importantly it was desperate for people. Nobody suggested a model for way out. 

Belarus didn’t have an experience of an independent state, independent resilient 

economy and qualified personnel! Those were the reasons for many mistakes in 

personnel policy during the first stage.

There is an illustration in point. In early 1994 I organized the business meeting 

with the head of a large British company, Prime Minister of the Republic of 

Belarus Cebiche and ministers to create an innovative production in Belarus. All 

night four of my drivers were at different gas stations and in the presence of 15 

tons of paid fuel, they didn’t receive any liter. On the way we stopped at the Prime 

Minister’s and said that we had fuel only to get to the airport. He smiled, called his 

driver and began to persuade him to give us one of two cans of fuel, which he had 

in the stash. As a result, the driver gave us enough fuel and we promised to return 

2 “Национальная экономика в Беларуси”  под. ред. В.Н.Шимова и др. 4-е изд., перераб. и 
доп. Минск: БГЭУ, 2012, с. 58.
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it back till the evening. In the end, I said to the Prime Minister that with such 

arrangement we were rapidly rolling into the abyss!

On the way from the airport we were driving on an empty highway without any 

car. Only one car with government numbers overtook us, which carried the pilot - 

cosmonaut of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus from the airport.

However, the first attempts to implement macroeconomic stabilization only on the 

basis of monetary methods (liberalization of economic life, privatization, tough 

monetary policy) didn’t lead to the expected result.3

In that period Russia tried the same ways out of the crisis. But, in contrast, in 

Belarus and, first of all, the President of Belarus, realized that it required a change 

of priorities in economic policy. People with another way of thinking were in need 

to solve specific tasks of ensuring the basic needs of the population and the 

country.

Economic recovery, transformation of economy and market relations deepening 

have begun from 1996. Moreover, without any substantial Western aid and 

contrary to another expert opinion.

It should be noted that the West alienation and the rejection of the first President of 

Belarus took place after the first round of elections in 1994! It was a reaction like 

“my and not my”. Then they looked at words and deeds and realized that "he is not 

our customer, we can’t control!” From that time a series of sanctions, threats and 

blockades has been started for Belarus and the President.

Often we do not understand what is the reason for biased and negative attitude of 

Western governments to Belarus, where is the logic. But it is obvious most of the 

time, the solution is specifically made in prioritizing.

For Lukashenka the main priority is always the welfare of his people and the 

country!

The collapse of the socialism world system and the transition to the "unbalanced" 

world after 1989-1991 have led to the widespread phenomenon of increasing 

3 Ibid, p. 58.



6

inequality and global risk. This had an influence not only on the countries of the 

former USSR, but particularly on Belarus.

"How to implement social reforms, to bring discipline, to improve people's 

lives, not to turn them into chess pieces on the board, who loses the coordinates at 

the first sudden break of the game’s rules, how to maintain their capacity for 

spiritual and social resilience... Trust is the foundation of harmony of social 

expectations".4

The guests from different countries coming to Belarus are always surprised 

at a huge discrepancy between the Belarusian life and their ideas. In Belarus one 

can find in many aspects the difference between the reality and liberal reforms of 

many countries of the USSR. There are some fixed ideas about Belarus, bloated by 

mass media which is looking for sensation and which is influenced by the negative 

stereotypes. The research and analysis of real events is a risk for them.

Learning the real situation people begin to understand why the ruling and 

liberal party hates the modern Belarus and its President Alexander Lukashenko so 

fiercely. There were no cases in the history when the sanctions led to the desired 

result. They often give the opposite result. The country, against which they are 

introduced, as a rule, finds the hidden reserves and becomes stronger. In my 

opinion, that’s the case with Belarus.

We mobilized, gathered and focused on specific problem solving, began to look for 

new markets and communications, to develop new technologies. Today it is 

interested how Russia will respond to similar harsh measures of the West.

The progressive development of the national economy is a condition for the state 

sovereignty preservation of our country. Economy as the basis of any state 

determines the level of people’s life, national security and defence.

4 Шавель С.А. Социальный порядок и жизнеспособность общества. – Минск: “Белорусская 
наука”, 2007, с.199.
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Belarus has created a balanced system of national security monitoring and 

controlling, where have been identified key indicators, their thresholds and forecast 

evaluation.

"To provide an adequate response to the global economy and international trade 

challenges in the coming decades, we must focus on more important and 

innovative spheres, such as bio-, nano-, IT-technologies and also industries that are 

related to 5-th and 6-th technological stages".5

5 “Национальная экономика в Беларуси”  под.ред. В.Н.Шимова и др. 4-е изд., перераб. и 
доп. - Минск: БГЭУ, 2012, с. 12.

Belarus 1990 1994 2011 
1994-2011

Change

Public Debt (% of GDP) 100 76 19  − 57% 

Investment in Fixed Capital (in 

comparable prices)
100 56 252  4,5 times

The Registered Unemployment 

Rate (% of the economically active 

population)

0, 01 2,5 0,6  − 1,9% 

Real Average Monthly Wages 100 59 323  5,5 times

Real Average Monthly Pension  100 46 241  5,2 times

Decile Ratio of Income (the ratio 

D9/D1 evidences the difference 

between the top and bottom of the 

distribution ) 

4,6 
6,6 

times
5,6 times   − 1 time

The share of the population with 

incomes below the living wage, %
5 53 5,2                  − 48% 
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According to the National statistics Committee, the nominal average monthly 

salary in the Republic of Belarus in January-June of 2014, in comparison with the 

corresponding period of 2013, increased by 20.6% and amounted to Br 5,764.8 

thousand of rubles, in particular in June – Br 6,198.5 thousand of rubles, or 

$610.6 .

In the sphere of foreign trade we have to regulate the balance of foreign trade in 

goods and services by a consistent reduction of foreign trade deficit and reaching 

an account surplus.

In 2013 in the Republic of Belarus exports of goods amounted to US$ 37.2 billion 

and imports of goods amounted to US$ 42.99 billion.6

In the era of globalization, the world economy has been transformed into a single 

world economic system and the national economies, in turn, have become its 

subsystems, which perform certain functions. The Republic of Belarus is a small 

open economy. In 2010 the level of reproductive openness of the economy run up 

to 61%.

Multi-vector foreign policy of Belarus aimed at intensifying cooperation with 

various countries and regions of the world. Data on foreign tourists and the 

increase in the number of Belarusian citizens traveling in foreign countries are 

evidence of the foreign policy results.

In this case, it is necessary to agree "that the concept of "social capital" should also 

save everyday ideas about the richness of human relations as a resource and at the 

same time connect the economic doctrine of equity with sociological 

understanding of the sociality phenomenon".7

6 Итоги внешней торговли Республики Беларусь за 2013 год: http://gtk.gov.by/ru/stats/ (Дата 
доступа: 03.10.2014.)

7 Шавель С.А. Общественная миссия социологии. Минск: “Наука”, 2010, с. 367.

http://gtk.gov.by/ru/stats/
http://gtk.gov.by/ru/stats/
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There are representative facts that characterize, in my opinion, the openness and 

freedom of the country. Without them effective economic development is not 

possible.

The EU authorities have introduced visa statistics 2013. In Belarus the number of 

Schengen visas came to 777 813.

Moreover, for five years Belarus has retained the first place among all countries 

with a visa regime with the EU (approximately 140) in the number of Schengen 

visas per capita – about 80 Schengen visas per 1000 inhabitants!

For comparison, in Russia this indicator is about 48, in Ukraine - 34. However, 

Belarusians pay 60 euros for a Schengen visa (citizens of Russia and Ukraine have 

to pay EUR 35). At present Belarus and the EU are negotiating agreements on visa 

facilitation, readmission and reducing the cost of visas. Of course, it should have 

an effect on the development of the tourist area.

Belarus 2005 2010 2012 2013 2005-2013

Change
The number of tourists, 

who were sent abroad by 

organizations carrying out 

tourist activities (people)

572 398 414 735 492 846 708 376  1,23 times

Russia 160 300 25 792 27 666 37 258   ▼ 4,3 times
Ukraine 144 024 132 282 129 310 175 796
Poland 106 347 21 420 45 235 52 819

Lithuania 34 670 13 946 26 336 37 666 

Latvia 1 251 1 419 1 634 4 749 

Turkey 32 329 83 427 66 932 98 988  3,1 times
Bulgaria 13 832 30 802 54 383 89 172  6,5 times

Egypt 16 580 50 831 46 981 52 954  3,2 times
Greece 491 4 299 14 624 26 760  54,5 times

Montenegro 2 614 4 074 7 265 12 651
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Spain 2 933 3 992 6 341 16 307
Italy 3 684 5 866 8 944 13 460

Romania 11 223 2 154 1 404 1 723 ▼ 6,5 times
Cyprus 949 2 128 2 647 3 542  3 times
Israel 272 783 1 358 1 142

You should pay attention to the fact that in almost equal starting positions the 

number of Belarusian tourists in Romania has reduced 6.5 times, while in Bulgaria 

has risen the same times. And it is reasonable to assume that a significant flow of 

tourists will be reoriented, especially after certain events from the Ukrainian 

direction. By the way, it has already happened in the Crimea. In 2014 Belarusians 

didn't go there. And now there travel preferences are a matter of travel agencies 

and recreation centers prudence. 

September 19, 2014 Belarus and Israel signed an agreement on the abolition of the 

visa regime. It is expected that the agreement will enter into force in 90 days, that 

is Belarusians and Israelis will be able to visit each other without visas already in 

the New Year’s days.

According to the document, the citizens of the two countries will be able, within 

180 days, to stay on the territory respectively of Israel, or of Belarus without visa 

for 30 days. The number of visits will not be limited, therefore growth in the 

number of Belarusian visits to Israel will be significant. I think that very soon part 

of Israelis campers in places like Lithuania Druskininkai will be focused on health 

resorts in Belarus. Nowadays vacationers from Russia have occupied such 

recreation centers.

Belarus 2005 2010 2012 2013
2005-2013

Changes
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The number of foreign 

tourists, who weretaken in 

the Republic of Belarus by 

organizations carrying out 

tourist activities (people)

90 811 120 073 118 749 136 821  1,5 times

Russia 27 097 80 881 94 187 111 286  4 times
Ukraine 1 342 1 919 1 441 1 979
Poland 2 983 4 006 2 027 3 126

Lithuania 8 249 4 357 1 688 2 093
Latvia 7 409 1 409 1 107 1 031

So according to the Sport and Tourism Ministry of Belarus, during the first half of 

the year about 90 thousand tourists as a part of an organized tour groups visited our 

country, which is 25% more than in the same period of 2013. Of course, The Ice 

Hockey World Championship has had a big impact.

Agroecotourism is a relatively new type of business for Belarus. The Decree of the 

President of the Republic of Belarus dated 02.06.2006 № 372 "On measures for 

development of agroecotourism in the Republic of Belarus" was an incitement to 

its development. Today, almost 2 thousand farms, which are located in the most 

picturesque corners of Belarus, take in guests. Some offer a separate cottage with a 

fireplace, billiards and Russian bath, others offer hunting, fishing and horseback 

riding and in the third all together.

Belarus 2006 2010 2012 2013
2005-2013

Change
The number of 

agroecotourism subjects 

(units)

34 474 1 247 1 881  55 times
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The number of tourists, 

who were served by the 

agroecotourism subjects, 

people

70 001 119 214 222 566 271 716  3,9 times

In particular: 

citizens of the Republic of 

Belarus

65 256 108 528 184 093 234 532

foreign citizens 4 745 10 686 38 473 37 184

There is also an increase in the length of agroecofarm stay: in 2009 it was 3 days, 

than in 2013 it was 5 days.

In 2011 across the border of Belarus were transported almost 10 million vehicles, 

specifically on the Latvian direction the increase was by 17.7%, Ukrainian - 

13.2%. The intensity of flights grew by 11.7%. 

In 2011 over 27 million people crossed the state border, 11.5 million of them were 

foreign citizens. In 2012 9.7 million vehicles were transported, almost 29.1 million 

people crossed the state border. 12.2 million of them were foreign citizens, 16.9 

million were from Belarus.

For reference, according to the National statistical Committee of the Republic of 

Belarus the population of Belarus on April 1, 2014 amounted to 9,460.7 thousand 

people.
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